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The 5th Annual Meeting of the European Chapter of the Society of Wetland Scientists (SWS)

26th – 28th May 2010 – Tramore, County Waterford, Ireland
The benefits from constructing and restoring wetlands
Aims of the meeting:

This is the fifth meeting of the European Chapter of the Society of Wetland Scientists (SWS). This meeting aims to build on the success of the previous meetings held in Bangor, Třeboň, Saaremaa and Berlin.

The meeting will focus on both the science underpinning and the practical benefits delivered by the construction and restoration of wetlands. A key focus will be how can the benefits delivered by constructing or restoring wetlands be optimised.

Who may attend?

The meeting is open to SWS members and non-members. 
The content of presentations and discussions will be relevant to Biologists, Local Government Officials & Decision-Makers, Consultants, Conservationists, Ecologists, Educators, Environmental Consultants, Environmental Engineers, Environmental Health Officials, Environmental Scientists and Managers, Foresters, Graduate Students, Hydrologists and Hydro-ecologists, Land Use Planners, Limnologists, Plant Scientists, Soil Scientists, Soil Surveyors, Water Scientists and anyone with an interest in or a passion for wetlands.

Programme topics: 

Wetlands and . . .

Ecological restoration

Restoration of ecosystem services 

Nutrient cycling and biochemistry

Hydrological functioning
Multifunctional benefits

Landscape and heritage protection and enhancement

Carbon sequestration and climate change mitigation

Improving water quality

Organiser:

Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government
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in co-operation with the Water Services Training Group
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Outline of the Programme: 

	Date
	Description

	Tuesday 25th May


	Arrival



	Wednesday 26th May


	Oral presentations

Poster presentations



	Thursday 27th May


	Field trip

Conference dinner and ceilidh / dance



	Friday 28th May


	Oral presentations

Poster-oral presentation

SWS Business meeting



	Saturday 29th May


	Depart

Optional field trip


Venue:
The meeting will be held in Tramore in the South East corner of Ireland. Meaning “Big Strand” or “Big Beach”, Tramore is one of the most aptly named towns in the region. Boasting 5 km of golden, sandy beach surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean (and designated as a Ramsar Site) it is one of the most popular resorts in Ireland. The wider County of Waterford is spectacular, offering a dazzling coastline, beautiful river valleys and two dramatic ranges of very accessible mountains. 

(See  http://www.waterfordtourism.org/ and http://www.webtourist.net/ireland/tramore/tourist-information.phtml for more information)

The Majestic Hotel will host the meeting. Overlooking Tramore Bay and its golden beach the venue offers a genuine opportunity to integrate with a wetland of international importance. 

(See http://www.majestic-hotel.ie/index.php) 

Field trip:

The countryside around Tramore offers a flavour of some of the wetland experiences Ireland has to offer. The proposed itinerary for the field trip is:

0830
Leave Hotel

0900
Arrive Fenor Bog (see http://www.ipcc.ie/sitefenor.html) 

1000
Depart Fenor Bog

1030
Ballydwan Cove

1100
Depart Ballydwan Cove

1130
Arrive Dungarvan landfill integrated constructed wetlands

1230
Depart Dungarvan

1300
Lunch at Dunhill

1415
Intro to the wetlands of the Anne Valley

1430
Depart Dunhill

1800
Arrive back at Hotel

Please be sure to bring wet weather gear and waterproof footwear.
Accommodation:
A block booking will be made in the Majestic Hotel with a special rate for meeting attendees. Places at the Majestic are limited and will be allocated on a first come first served basis. However, Tramore boasts many well appointed hotels as well as guest houses all within easy walking distance of the meeting venue.  The Majestic will charge €60.00 (single) and €80.00 (double) per person per night. Details of Majestic Hotel as follows: www.majestic-hotel.ie.  E-mail: info@majestic-hotel.ie  Tel. No (051) 381761. Other accommodation in Tramore will range between €45.00 and €100.00.
Abstracts:
If you wish to deliver an oral or poster presentation, please submit Abstracts in English, with a maximum of 2 pages (including figures, tables and references) by 1st April 2010. Authors will be notified of acceptance by 19th April 2010. A Word document template is downloadable from the meeting website. Please download the abstract template from here: http://www.wsntg.ie/docs/2010/abstract_format.doc
Conference Fees and Registration
	The registration fee for meeting (including conference materials,
lunches and coffee breaks, conference dinner and guided field trip) is:
For students the price is:

	
    € 140.00
    € 100.00   



To register for the meeting and to arrange payment please contact the Water Service Training Group by e-mail to wsntg@eircom.net on or before May 7th 2010. 
Credit/Debit card payments can be facilitated by contacting the Water Services Training Group office, Tel. no. 00 353 505 24688 or e-mail: wsntg@eircom.net 
Travel

Waterford Airport is 10 minutes taxi drive from the venue. Waterford Airport is served by direct flights from London Luton, Birmingham International, Manchester in the UK and Lorient in France. 

There is a direct bus from Dublin Airport to Tramore. This takes approximately 4 hours and passes through some beautiful Irish countryside.

Contact:
Dr Rory Harrington

Department of Heritage, Environment and Local Government

Waterford

Ireland

rory_harrington@environ.ie
or visit the SWS Europe website http://www.sws.org/regional/europe/SWS_Europe/ 

Provisional Timeline:
	Date
	Activity

	23rd October 2009
	First Notice for Meeting



	1st December 2009
	Website goes live

	1st February 2010
	Registration open

	1st April 2010
	Deadline for submission of Abstracts



	19th April 2010
	Notification to authors of acceptance

	19th April 2010
	Finalise programme

	7th May 2010
	Registration closed


